International Copyright Relations

IT DOES NOT necessarily follow from the fact that the United States
has a reciprocal copyright agreement with another country that all
books copyrighted in that country are automatically protected here.
For example, a British copyright protects a book in Great Britain and
in all the countries of the International Copyright Union, but if the
book is in the English language the copyright has no effect in the
United States unless there is an American edition too, carrying a
United States copyright notice. 'All rights reserved/ 'Copyright re-
served/ and other similar statements placed on the copyright page
of books of foreign origin may protect South American copyright, but
have no significance under United States copyright law. The only
effective notice so far as the United States is concerned is the word
Copyright, the year date, and the name of the copyright holder.

No book in the English language can hold a United States copy-
right unless it is completely manufactured in the United States. A
foreign work lacking a United States copyright has only two forces
working against its possible infringement: first, the moral pressure,
the pressure of public opinion, that ostracizes the publisher who steals
the unprotected property of others; second, the fact that the United
States Copyright Office will not knowingly register a copyright for
a piratical edition, and that United States judges refuse to allow a
piratical publisher to defend his stolen goods in our courts. In other
words, from the strictly legal point of view, if a work is in the public
domain, anyone is free to print it; if it is not, it can be defended only
by the legal copyright owner.

An American author or publisher who wants to publish, reprint, or
quote from a foreign publication that has no copyright here but is
protected in its country of origin is morally bound to get permis-
sion from the original owner and usually pays at least a 'courtesy* fee
for the use accorded him. This is not just nobility on the part of
American authors and publishers. In return they expect, and in most
cases receive, like treatment from foreign authors and publishers, aod